UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS

B.A. DEGREE COURSE IN HISTORICAL STUDIES
SYLLABUS WITH EFFECT FROM 2020-2021

BHS-DSC11
CORE-XI: HISTORY OF CIVILIZATION
(EXCLUDING INDIA)
Instr.Hrs.: 5 Year I
Credits :4 Semester: V

Learning Outcomes:
Students will acquire

a) adf

b) dfa

Objectives:
e To make students aware of the Great Civilizations of the world.
e To give a critical understanding of the contributions made by the significant Civilizations
of the world.
e To study various aspects of Civilizations like Polity, Literature, Philosophy, Science and
Arts of these Civilizations.

Contents

UNIT I
Introduction: Definition of Civilization — Comparison between Culture and Civilization — Origin
and Growth of Civilization — Toynbee and D.D. Kosambi’s views on Civilization.

UNIT Il

Egyptian Civilization: Society, Religion, Culture and Art — Mesopotamian Civilization:
Sumerian, Babylonian — Code of Hammurabi, Religion, Art and Architecture — Persian
Civilization and its important features.

UNIT 111

Ancient Greek Civilization: City States, Legacy in the fields of Science and Philosophy — Roman
Civilization: Society, Government, Law and Architecture — Chinese Civilization and its
important features.

UNIT IV
Middle Ages: Byzantine and Saracenic Civilization — Feudalism — Origin, Merits and Demerits —
Crusades — Growth of Cities and Progress of Education.

UNIT V
Transition to Modern Age: Geographical Discoveries — Renaissance: Causes and Results —
Reformation and Counter Reformation — Industrial and Agrarian Revolutions.
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