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Objectives:  

 To know about the political history of ancient India.  

 To critically evaluate the socio-cultural ethos of Indian society. 

 To understand the culture and civilization of ancient Indians. 

 To know the contributions of Indian kings to ancient India. 
 

Course Outcome: 

 The course will create awareness towards our rich natural and cultural heritage. 

 The course inculcates the knowledge of social developments in ancient India. 

 The course familiarizes the students with the economic developments and intends to 

analyze it by reinterpreting the existing primary and secondary sources. 

 The course will impart the knowledge of the political developments and develop the 

skills of the students by giving new arguments and interpretations.  
 

Contents 
 

UNIT I          (20 Hrs) 

Influence of Geography on Indian History – Sources for the study of Indian History  – 

Archaeological – Epigraphical – Numismatics – Literary – Harappan Civilization – Vedic 

Civilization. 

 

UNIT II          (15 Hrs) 

State formation in the second millennium B.C – Janapadas and Mahajanapadas – Rise of 

Buddhism and Jainism – Invasion of Alexander- Cultural contacts between Macedonia and India. 

 

UNIT III          (15 Hrs) 

Rise and Consolidation of the Mauryan Empire – Asoka and his Administration – The Sungas 

and Satavahanas. 

 

UNIT IV          (20 Hrs) 

Kanishka – Mahayanism – Gandhara Art – Rise and Consolidation of the Gupta Empire: 

Samudra Gupta and Chandra Gupta II – Administration – Social and Economic life – 

Brahmadeya land grants – Art and Culture. 
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UNIT V          (20 Hrs) 

Harsha’s career and achievements –– Accounts of Fahien and Hiuen Tsang and Itsing– Rise of 

Regional Kingdoms in North India – Rashtrakutas, Prathiharas and Palas – Arab Conquest of 

Sind. 
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