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Learning Outcomes: 
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Objectives:  

 To understand the meaning and scope of the study of Archaeology.  

 To trace and evaluate archaeology as a source for history.  

 To involve the student in understanding the Methods of Exploration and Excavation. 

 To get acquainted with the meaning and importance of Epigraphy and Numismatics. 
 

Course Outcome: 

 This course will make the students understand how evolutionary and historical processes 

have shaped primates and human ancestors and lead to the biological, behavioural, and 

cultural diversity seen in the present. 

 To describe how varying types of data are collected, analyzed, synthesized and interpreted to 

achieve these first two goals. 
 

Contents 
 

UNIT –I          [20 Hrs] 

Scope and Nature of Archaeology – Aims and Methods of Excavation – Exploration – Kinds of 

Excavations – Pottery types and their importance – Stone Age cultures – Paleolithic, Megalithic 

and Neolithic cultures of India. 
 

UNIT- II          [20 Hrs] 

Harappan Culture – Chalcolithic culture of Western and Central India and the Deccan - Early 

Iron Age cultures – Painted Grey ware and Northern Black Polished ware cultures. 
 

UNIT –III          [20 Hrs] 
Megalithic and Black and Red ware cultures of South India – Archaeology of Tamil Nadu – 

Adhichchanallur – Arikkamedu – Paiyam Palli – Kaveripoompattinam. 
 

UNIT- IV          [15 Hrs] 

Epigraphy and its importance – Brahmi Script – Language and types of inscriptions with special 

reference to South India. 
 

UNIT –V          [15 Hrs] 

Numismatics –Types of Coins – Coins of Satavahanas – Guptas, Cholas, Pandyas and 

Vijayanagar. 
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