
M.A HISTORICAL STUDIES 

SYLLABUS 
I SEMESTER 

Paper I - SOCIAL AND CULTURAL HISTORY OF  TAMILNADU – I 

(UPTO NAYAK RULE) 

 UNI  I:   Sangam Age and Post Sangam Age: Social Institutions -Customs and Practices -
Economic Life -Trade -Religion -Literature -Arts. 

UNIT ll:  Age of the Pallavas: Society -Economic Life -Religion- Bhakti Movement-      
Literature and Education -Arts. 

UNIT Ill:  Age of the Cholas: Society -Economic Life -Religion -Role of the Temple- 
Literature and Education -Arts. 

UNIT IV: Age of the Pandyas: Society -Economic Life -Religion -Foreign Accounts 
Literature -Arts. 

UNIT V: Tamilagam under Vijayanagar and Nayak Rule - Society -Economic Life - 
Religion -Literature -Arts. 

BOOKS FOR REFERENCE: 
 

1. Pillay, K.K., 1975, A Social History of the Tamils, Tamilnadu History -Its People 

and  Culture (in Tamil), University of Madras, Chennai 

 2. Nilakanta Sastri, K. A.,  2000, The Colas, University of Madras, Chennai. 

        3. Nilakanta Sastri, K.A., 1972, The Pandyan Kingdom, Madras University,   

             Madras. 

4.Mahalingam, T.V,. 1975, Administration and Social Life under Vijayanagar,            

University  of Madras, Chennai 

5. Balasubramanian, C., 1976, The Status of Women in Tamilnadu during the Sangam 

Age (First edition), University of Madras, Chennai 

        6. Nagaswamy, R., Studies in South Indian History and Culture. 
        7. Krishnamurthy, V.M., 1984, History of Tamil Nadu upto A.D.1565, Vijayalakshmi 

Publications, Neyyur.  

       8.  Meenakshi, C., 1977, Administration and Social Life under the Pallavas, University of      

Madras, Chennai. 

9. Sathianathaier, R., 1980, History of the Nayaks of Madura, University of Madras, 

Chennai. 

10.  Subramanian. N., 1998, Social and Cultural History of Tamil Nadu upto A.D.1336, 

Ennes  Publications, Udumalpet. 

       11.  Rama Sharma, M.H., 1978, The History of the Vijayanagar Empire, Beginnings and 

Expansion (1308 – 1569) (First Edition), Popular Prakasham, Bombay 

 



Paper II- CULTURAL HERITAGE OF INDIA 

(EXCLUDING TAMILNADU) 

UNIT   I: Ancient Indian Culture - Harappan and Vedic  - Social and Cultural  

                       Patterns.  

UNIT II: Religious Ferment in the 6
th

 Century B.C. -  Jainism and Buddhism - 

                 Repolarisation of Society. 

UNIT III: Cultural Development in the Era of the Mauryas -The Kushans and their 

patronage to Buddhism and Culture -The Guptas and the Cultural efflorescence. 

UNIT IV: The Rise and Growth of Islamic Culture under the Delhi Sultans and the Mughals 
-Its   impact on Hindu Culture. 

UNIT V: The British Rule -Western Education - Westernisation of Society and Culture -

Art,    Architecture, Music and Dance under British rule. 

BOOKS FOR REFERENCE: 

1. The Cultural Heritage of India, Vols.I –VI, The Ramakrishna Mission, Institute of  Culture,    

Calcutta. 

2. Basham, A.L., 1975, The Wonder that was India, Oxford University Press, Oxford. 

3. Basham, A.L., (ed), 1975,  A Cultural History of India, Oxford University Press, Delhi. 

4. Luniya, B. N., 1998, Evolution of Indian Culture, Lakshmi Narain Agarwal, 

5. Majumdar, R.C., 1974, History of Cultures of Indian People, (Vols. I -VI), Bharatiya Vidya    

    Bhavan, Bombay. 

6. Romila Thapar, 1961, A History of India, Vol I., New Delhi. 

7. Romila Thapar, 2000, The Cultural Past, Oxford University Press. Oxford.   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Paper III  -  ECONOMIC HISTORY OF INDIA,  A.D. 1526 - 1857 

UNIT I:  Indian Economy on the Advent of the Mughals -Trade under the Mughals- Land 
Tenure and Revenue settlements under Mughals -Jagirdari, Zamindari, Khalsa, 

Land Revenue System under Sher Shah.. 

UNIT  II: Agriculture -Policy and Development  under the Mughals and British rule. 

UNIT III:  Industries -Policy and Development - Village, Small Scale and Large Scale        

Industries in Modern India. 

UNIT  IV: Trade and Commerce under the Mughals -Vijayanagar - Marathas. 

UNIT   V:   Transport and Communication -Development -Roadways - 

                       Waterways -Railways. 

BOOKS FOR REFERENCE 

1. Desai, S.S.M., 1980, Economic History of India, Himalaya Publishing House, New Delhi. 

2. Nanda, S.P.,1999, Economic and Social History of Modern India, Anmol Publication Pvt.,  

    Ltd., New Delhi.  

3. Rothermund, Economic History of India. 

4. Tirthankar Roy, Economic History of India -1857 -1947. 

5. Kaushal.G, Economic History of India. 

6. Jathar. G.B,  and  Beri. S.G., Indian Economics -Vol II. 

7. Grover, B.L.,  and  Grover. S.,  A New Look at Modem Indian History. 

 

Web Sources:  

1. Trade under the Mughals: https://www.vedamsbooks.com/no39025.htm 

2. Trade: http://india_resource.tripod.com/eastindia.html 

3. On Coinage: http://www.econdse.org/faculty/prakash/omprakash.htm 

4. A Bibliography: http://historymedren.about.com/library/text/bltxtindiabib.htm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.vedamsbooks.com/no39025.htm
http://india_resource.tripod.com/eastindia.html
http://www.econdse.org/faculty/prakash/omprakash.htm
http://historymedren.about.com/library/text/bltxtindiabib.htm


PAPER IV - INTELLECTUAL HISTORY OF MODERN INDIA 
 

UNIT I: Introduction -  Definition of Intellectual History 
 

UNIT II: Political Thinkers - The Liberals: M.G.Ranade – S.N.Banerjee  

– Revolutionary Thinkers – Tilak – Lajpat Rai – B.C. Pal – Mahatma Gandhi – 

Jawaharlal Nehru  
 

UNIT III: Social Thought: Iswarchandra Vidyasagar – B.R.Ambedkar –  

E.V.R. Periyar – Vinoba Bhave – Jayaprakash Narayan. 

 

UNIT IV: Socialist and Communist Thought: M.N.Roy – Ram Manohar  

Lohia – S.A.Dange. 
 

UNIT V: Literateurs: Rabindranath Tagore – Subramania Bharathi –  

Thiru. Vi. Ka.  - Sarojini Naidu – Bharathidasan. 

 

BOOKS FOR REFERENCE 
 

1. Appadorai, A., Indian Political Thinking. 

 

2. Dev Raj Bali,  Modern Indian Thought. 

 

3. Publication Division, Government of India, The Great Men and Women. 

 

4. Publications of Dravidar Kazhagam, On Periyar. 

 

5. Gopalakrishnan, M.D., Periyar, Father of the Tamil Race. 

 

6. Anne Taylor, Annie Besant – A Biography. 

 

7. Sar Desai, D.R.,  and Anand Mohan (Ed.), The Legacy of Nehru – A Centennial 

 Assessment. 

 

8. Stanley A.Wolpert, Tilak and Gokhale,  Revolution and Reform in the Making of  

Modern  India. 

 

9.  R.N., Integral Thought of Sri Aurobindo. 

 

10.  Sharadha Rath, Jawaharlal Nehru – The Nation Builder and Architect of India’s  

Foreign  Policy. 

 

10. Dhanki, J.S., Lala Lajpat Rai and Indian Nationalism. 

 

 

 



Elective I - INDIAN NATIONAL MOVEMENT 

UNIT I: Introduction -Early uprising against the British Rule before 1857 -The Revolt of 1857 
-Factors leading to the Emergence of Indian Nationalism. 

UNIT II: Founding of the Indian National Congress - Moderate Nationalism 1885 to  1905 -
Growth of Extremism -Partition of Bengal 1905 -Swadeshi and Boycott Movements - 
Congress Split, 1907 -Government response –Minto-Morley Reforms -Revolutionary 
Trends at home and abroad for India's Freedom. 

UNIT III: Home Rule Movement- Lucknow Pact, 1916 -Impact of the I World War - Rowlatt  
Act  and Jallianwallah Bagh Massacre -Montague -Chelmsford Reforms. 

UNIT IV: Gandian Era -Non-Cooperation Movement -Khilafat Movement -Swarajist  Party -  

Simon Commission -Lahore Congress -Civil Disobedience Movement -Round Table 

Conference -Government of India Act, 1935. 
 
UNIT V:   Impact of World War II -Subash Chandra Bose and the INA – Jinnah  
                  and Muslim Separatism - August Offer - Cripps Mission -Quit India  
                  Movement - Cabinet Mission - Mountbatten Plan - Partition and  
                  Independence, 1947. 

BOOKS FOR REFERENCE: 

1. Bipin Chandra, Nationalism and Colonialism in Modern India. 

2. Sumit Sarkar, Modern India. 

3. Sen, S.P., 1857. 

4. Chowdry, V.C.P.,Theories on Indian Revolt of 1857. 

5. Pandey, B.N., A Contemporary History of the Indian National Congress,  

    (Vols. 1,2,3) 

6. Pattabi Sitaramaiah, The Indian National Congress. 

7. Tara Chand (1972), Freedom Movement in India, (IV Vols),  Government of   

    India, New Delhi. 

8. Majumdar, R.C., 1962, History of Freedom Movement in India, 3 vols, Calcutta. 

9.  Aggarval, R.C., 1988, Constitution Development and National Movement of India,  

S.Chand & Co., New Delhi. 

10.  Judith Brown, Modern India. 

11.  Abel, M., 2005, Glimpses of Indian National Movement, (First Edition), The ICFAI, 

University  Press, Hyderabad. 

12.  Grover, B.L., and Grover, S., 1985, The Evolution of Indian Constitution and Freedom 

Struggle,  S.Chand & Company Ltd, New Delhi. 

 



M.A. HISTORY  

II SEMESTER 

Paper V - SOCIAL AND CULTURAL HISTORY OF TAMILNADU –II 

(FROM MARATHAS TO MODERN TAMILAGAM)  

UNIT I   :    Tamilagam under the Marathas: Society -Economic Life -Religion- Literature -Arts. 

UNIT  11:    Education in Modem Tamilnadu: Introduction of Western Education- 
                     Higher Education -Education Policy -Development of Science and 
                     Technology and Professional Education. 
 
UNIT  III:    Religion in Modern Tamilnadu: Christianity -Hindu Reform Movement - 
 
                     Secularism. 

UNIT IV:  Reform Movement in Modern Tamilnadu: Social Reform Movements -Self                          

Respect Movement -Women Movements in Tamilnadu -Social Legislation –                  

Nationalist Upsurge. 

 UNIT V:     Literature, Art and Fine Arts in Modern Tamilnadu - Tamil Renaissance. 

BOOKS FOR REFERENCE: 

1. Pillay, K.K.,  A Social History of the Tamils, Tamilnadu History -Its People and Culture 

(in Tamil). 

2. Srinivasachari, C.S.,  Social and Religious Movements in the 19th century. 

  3. Hardgrave, R., The Dravidian Movement.  

4. Hardgrave Jr, R.L., The Dravidian Movement. 

5. Irschick, E.F., Politics and Social Conflict in South India. 

6. Sathianadhan, S., History of Education in the Madras Presidency. 

7. Suntharalingam, R., Politics and Nationalist Awakening in South India,  1852- 

       1891, (First Edition), Arizona University, Arizona. 

   8. Nambiarooran, Tamil Renaissance and the Dravidian Nationalists, 1905-1944. 

 9. Rajaraman, P., (1988), The Justice Party, 1916 –1937, (First Edition), Poompozhil  

        Publishers, Madras 

10.  Kandaswamy, P., 2001,  The Political career of K.Kamaraj, First Edition , Concept   

       Publishing Company, New Delhi. 

11.  Subramanian, N., 1999,  Social and Cultural History of Tamil Nadu (A.D.1336- 

        1984), Ennes  Publications, Udumalpet.   

Web Sources: 

1. General information: http://www.tn.gov.in/misc/histn.htm 

2. History: http://www.indiaatitsbest.com/tamil-nadu/history-of-tamil-nadu.html 

3. Facts about Tamil Nadu: http://www.tamilnadueducation.net/profile/facts.asp 

            

http://www.tn.gov.in/misc/histn.htm
http://www.indiaatitsbest.com/tamil-nadu/history-of-tamil-nadu.html
http://www.tamilnadueducation.net/profile/facts.asp


Paper VI  - ECONOMIC HISTORY OF MODERN INDIA, A.D. 1858 - 1947 

UNIT  I: Indian Economy on the eve of the British Rule -Trade under the EastIndia 
Company and the Economic Drain from India -Land Tenure and Revenue 
Settlements under British Rule. 

UNIT ll:      Agriculture -Policy and Development -Commercialisation of Agriculture -    
 Irrigation - Famine and Famine Administration -Peasants Conditions. 

UNIT  III:   Industries – Policy and Development – Indigenous and Major Industries – Cotton  

Textile, Jute, Iron and Steel, Sugar and Chemical – Labour  problems and Labour  

Legislation. 

UNIT IV:   Transport and Communication -Policy and Development -Roadways - Railways - 

Waterways -Communication Modernisation and Development - Post and 

Telegraph -Telephones and Radio. 

UNIT V:   Trade and Commerce -Internal Trade -External Trade -Principal Trade Centres in 

India -Trade Organisations. 

 
BOOKS FOR REFERENCE 

1. Desai. S.S.M., 1980, Economic History of India, Himalaya Publishing House, New 

Delhi. 

2. Nanda. S.P.,1999, Economic and Social History of Modern  India, Anmol Publication   

      Pvt.,  Ltd., New Delhi.  
     3.   Rothermund, Economic History of India . 

4.  Tirthankar Roy, Economic History of India -1857 -1947. 
      5,   Kaushal, G., Economic History of India. 

6.   Jathar, G.B., and  Beri, S.G., Indian Economics, Vol. ll. 
7.  Grover, B.L., and  Grover, S.,  A New Look at Modern Indian History. 

 

Web Sources:  

 

1. World History Archives: http://www.hartford-hwp.com/archives/52a/index-c.html 

2. R.C. Dutt, Economic History of India: http://ideas.repec.org/b/hay/hetboo/dutt1902a.html 

3. Indian economy: http://www.india-forum.com/blogs/6/Economic-History-of--India 

Economic History - http://www.answers.com/topic/history-of-india 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hartford-hwp.com/archives/52a/index-c.html
http://ideas.repec.org/b/hay/hetboo/dutt1902a.html
http://www.india-forum.com/blogs/6/Economic-History-of--India
http://www.answers.com/topic/history-of-india


Paper VII – SOCIO   RELIGIOUS   REFORM  MOVEMENTS  IN  MODERN  INDIA. 

 

UNIT I: Introduction : Social and Religious Conditions during the 18
th

  

century. 

 

UNIT II: Christian Missionary Activities  - The 19
th

 Century Renaissance – Social    

and  Cultural Reawakening – Hindu Reform and Revivalist Movements – Brahma 

Samaj – Arya Samaj – Prarthana Samaj – Ramakrishna Mission – Theosophical 

Movement. 

 

UNIT  III: Muslim Reformist Movements – Aligarh Movement – Ahamadiya   

                   Movement. 

 

UNIT IV: Regeneration of Indian Women – Social injustice against  

Women (female infanticide, child marriage, dowry system, Sati etc.,) Women’s 

Education - Rise of Women’s Organisation – Social Legislation for Women’s 

Progress - Women Liberation Movement – Muthulakshmi Reddy. 

 

UNIT V: Social Change in Contemporary India – The Depressed  

Classes Movement – Dr.Ambedhkar – Veerasalingam Panthulu – 

E.V.Ramaswamy. 

 

 

BOOKS FOR REFERENCE 
1. Sumit Sarkar, Modern India. 
 

2. Judith Brown,  1984, Modern India. Oxford University Press, Delhi. 
 

3. Tara Chand, 1983, Freedom Movement in India, Ministry of Education, Government of  

India, Vol. IV. 
 

4. Grover, B.L.,  and  Grover, S., A New Look at Modern  Indian History. 
 

5. Majumdar, R.C., 1971, Freedom Struggle, Vol. I, Firma K.L. Mukhopadhyay, Calcutta. 
 

6. Mahajan, V.D., 1983, History of Modern India (Vols.I-II),  S. Chand & Co. Ltd., New   

    Delhi. 

 

WEB SOURCES:  

 

1. http://www.webindia123.com/history/modern/indian_national_movement.htm 

2. Periyar - http://www.countercurrents.org/dalit-periyar280603.htm 

3. Brahmo Samaj: http://philtar.ucsm.ac.uk/encyclopedia/hindu/ascetic/brahmo.html 

4. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: http://www.ambedkar.org/ 
 

 

 

http://www.webindia123.com/history/modern/indian_national_movement.htm
http://www.countercurrents.org/dalit-periyar280603.htm
http://philtar.ucsm.ac.uk/encyclopedia/hindu/ascetic/brahmo.html
http://www.ambedkar.org/


 

Paper VIII - CONTEMPORARY HISTORY OF INDIA A.D.1947 - 2000  

UNIT I: Process of National Consolidation -Integration of Native States -Making of the 
Constitution- Indian Republic and the Parliamentary Democracy- Linguistic 
Reorganisation of States, 1956. 

UNIT II:  Nehru Era, 1947-64 - Democratic Socialism - Foreign Policy - Planned 
                      Economy - Five Year Plans.  

UNIT III: Post Nehru Era - The Shastri Years (1964-66) - Post Nehru Economic Policies –
The Indo-Pak conflict of 1965 -Emergence of Indira Gandhi - Politics of Coalition 
-The General Elections of 1967 –The Politica1 rhetoric of Garibi Hatao - Privy 
Purse and Bank Nationalisation- The 1971 –72 elections -Foreign Policy -The 
emergence of Bangladesh. 

 

UNIT IV:  The Authoritarian Interlude (1975-77) -  The Proclamation of Emergency and 
the Politics of repression and the movement against authoritarianism -Total 
Revolution of Jayaprakash Narayanan and its impact -The General Elections of 
1977, Emergence of Janata Party and its break-up -The elections of 1980. 

UNIT V: Political Re-alignments, Economic Re-structuring - Congress Policies toward 

Economic liberalization -Regional Politics -Punjab, Kashmir, Assam; Jharkhand, 

NEFA and Tamilnadu. 
 
BOOKS FOR REFERENCE: 

1.  Appadorai, A., India: Studies in Social and Political Development, 1917-67. 

2. Krishnan Bhatia, The Ordeal of Nationhood: A Social Study of India since  
Independence, 

     1947-1970: 

3.  Deshmukh,C.D., Economic Development of India, 1946-56: A Personal Retrospect. 

4.  Era of Rapid Change: 1947-67, Government of India, 1968. 

5. Francine E. Frankel,  Indian Political Economy 1947-77. 

6. Gadgil, D.R., Planning and Economic Policy in India. 

7. Dey, S.K., Power to the people: A Chronicle of India 1947-67. 

8. Kaul., J.N., Higher Education in India: 1951-7:1: The Decades of Planned Drift. 

9. Ruddar Datta and  Sundharam, K.P.N., Indian Economy. 
 
10. Nanda, B.R., India's Foreign Policy -The Nehru Years. 

11. Aruna Asaf Ali, Resurgence of Indian Women. 

12. Kuldip Kaur, Education in India (1781-1985).  

13. Bipan Chandra, The Rise and Growth of Economic Nationalism in India. 

14. Bipan Chandra,  Mirudala Mukherjee Aditya Mukherjee, 2000, India After Independence   

      1947- 2000,  Penguin Books, New Delhi. 



Elective  II – CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY OF INDIA A.D. 1858-2000  

(with landmark Amendments) 
 

UNIT I : Introduction – The Government of India Act of 1858 – Queen  

Victoria’s  Proclamation – The Indian Councils Acts, 1861 and 1892. 
 

UNIT II : The Rise of Extremist Nationalism and its impact on  

Constitutional Development – Minto – Morley Reforms – The Indian 

Councils Act, 1909 Montague and Chelmsford Reforms Proposals and the 

Government of India Act, 1919 and Dyarchy in the Provinces. 
 

UNIT II : Government of India Act of 1935 – Federal System and  

Provincial Autonomy 
 

UNIT IV : Cabinet Mission Proposals – Mountbatten Proposals –  The Indian   

                                    Independence Act of 1947 – The Constituent Assembly – Constitution of  

                                    India, 1950 – Salient Features. 

 

UNIT V : Landmark Constitutional Amendments – 24
th

 and 25
th

  

Amendments and Fundamental Rights – 39
th

 Amendment – Election of 

President, Vice President, Prime Minister and Speaker beyond Judicial 

Scrutiny – 42
nd

 Amendment – Changes to Preamble, Inclusion of 

Fundamental Duties -  Far reaching changes in the Executive, Legislature 

and Judiciary – 44
th

 Amendment, Nullification of most of the Provisions 

of the 42
nd

 Amendment – 52
nd

 Amendment, Anti Defection Law – 61
st
 

Amendments – Lower Voting Age – 72
nd

 and 73
rd

 Amendments  - 

Panchayat and  Nagar Palika Acts. 
 

 

BOOKS FOR REFERENCE 
 

1. Kapur, A.C., Constitutional History of India. 

2. Agarwal, R.C. 1988, Constitutional Development and National Movement of India, S.  

Chand & Co., New Delhi.  

3. Keith, A.B., The Constitutional History of India 

4. Mahajan,V.D.,  Constitutional History of India 

5. Chhabra,.G.S., Constitutional History of India 

 
Web Sources:  

 
1. Constitution of India with all amendments: 

http://indiacode.nic.in/coiweb/welcome.html 
2. Making of the Constitution: 

http://www.legalserviceindia.com/constitution/const_india1.htm 
3. Basic Structure: 

http://www.humanrightsinitiative.org/publications/const/the_basic_structure_of_the_i
ndian_constitution.pdf 

4. Extracts from the Constitution: 
http://mama.indstate.edu/users/india/country/const.html 

http://indiacode.nic.in/coiweb/welcome.html
http://www.legalserviceindia.com/constitution/const_india1.htm
http://www.humanrightsinitiative.org/publications/const/the_basic_structure_of_the_indian_constitution.pdf
http://www.humanrightsinitiative.org/publications/const/the_basic_structure_of_the_indian_constitution.pdf
http://mama.indstate.edu/users/india/country/const.html


EDC  I – STUDIES IN HUMAN RIGHTS 
(Extra Disciplinary) 

 

UNIT  I: THEORIES  ON  HUMAN  RIGHTS 

Development of the Concept of Human rights in History – Historical Documents 

dealing with Human Rights – The Need for Human Rights – Concepts such as 

Justice, Equality and Liberty – Three Generation Rights and Classification of 

Rights  - Universality and Indivisibility of Human Rights 

 

UNIT  II: INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS 

The International Declaration of Human Rights 1948 – Two Covenants – Two 

Optional Protocols – International Conventions on Refugees, Women, Children 

and Migrants – Conventions against Torture and Racism. 

UNIT  III: NATIONAL  STANDARDS 
Indian Constitution – Fundamental Rights – Directive Principles – National 
Human Rights Commission – Sate Human Rights Commissions – Other National 
and State Level Commissions. 

UNIT  IV: CONTEMPORARY  ISSUES  AND  HUMAN  RIGHTS 
Capital Punishment – Torture – Custodial Death – Disappearance – Encounter 
Deaths – Extra-Judicial killings – Human Rights in the context of Terrorism. 

UNIT   V: ORGANIZATIONS  TO  DOCUMENT  HUMAN  RIGHTS  VIOLATIONS 
Human Rights Commission – Amnesty International – Human Rights Watch – 
Peoples Union For Civil Liberties – NGO’s dealing with Human Rights Issues – 
Fact Finding Reports – Documenting Human Rights Violations. 

BOOKS FOR REFERENCE: 
1. Jack Donnelly,  1989, Universal Human Rights in Theory and Practice,  Cornell 

University Press,   USA. 

2. Bajwa, G.S., 1995, Human Rights in India,  Anmol Publishers, New Delhi. 

3. Chandra Satish, 1990, Interantional Documents of Human Rights,  Mittal Publications, 

New Delhi.  

4. Scott Davidson, 1993, Human Rights, Open University Press,  Buckingham and 

Philadelphia. 

5. Tony Evans (Ed.),  1998, Human Rights Fifty Years, A Reappraisal,  Manchester 

University Press, Manchester. 

6. Srivastava and Narayan, 2002, United Nations on Human Rights,  Indian Publishing 

Distributors, New Delhi. 

7. Symonides (Janusz), 2003,  New Dimensions and Challenges for Human Rights,  

Rawat Publications, Jaipur. 

8. Baxi Upendera,  2003,  Future of Human Rights,  Oxford University Press, London. 

Sachhar Rajindar, 2004,  Human Rights: Perspectives and Challenges, Gyan Publishing House, 

New Delhi. 

 

 



M.A. DEGREE COURSE IN HISTORICAL STUDIES 

THIRD SEMESTER 

SYLLABUS 

 

Paper IX – HISTORY OF WORLD CIVILIZATIONS (EXCLUDING INDIA)                                                  

    –  ANCIENT PERIOD 

UNIT  I:  Introduction -Definition of Civilization -Comparison between Culture and   

Civilization -Origin and Growth of Civilizations -Pre-historic Culture - Paleolithic and 

Neolithic Culture. 
, 

UNIT II:   River Valley Civilizations -Egyptian Civilization -Mesopotomian Civilization -
Sumerican,  Babylonian, Assyrian and Chaldean Cultures. 

UNIT III:  Persian Civilization -Hebrew Civilization. 

UNIT  IV:  Chinese Civilization -Japanese Civilization -Maya, Aztec and Inca Civilizations. 

UNIT  V:  Classical Civilizations -Ancient Greece -Legacy of Greece -Hellenistic Civilization - 

Ancient   Rome -Roman Contribution. 

BOOKS FOR REFERENCE 

1. Will Durant, The Story of Civilization (10 Volumes). 

2. Edward MacNallBurns, Western Civlization -their History and their Culture. 

3. Judd, G.P., History of Civilization. 
4. Swain, J.E.,  A History of World Civilization. 
5. Wallbank, T. W., and Bailay, N.M., Civilization -Past and Present. 
6. Burns, and Ralph, Western Civilizations. 

7. Phul, R.K., World Civilization. 

8. Gokale, B.K., Introduction to Western Civilization. 

 

Web Sources:  

1. Ancient Civilizations: http://www.ancientcivilizations.co.uk/ 

2. Exploring ancient world cultures: http://eawc.evansville.edu/ 

3. Ancient Civilizations- Resources: http://cybersleuth-

kids.com/sleuth/History/Ancient_Civilizations/index.htm 

4. Ancient Egypt, Greek and Roman: 

http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/lessons/middle/ancient.htm 

 

 

 

http://www.ancientcivilizations.co.uk/
http://eawc.evansville.edu/
http://cybersleuth-kids.com/sleuth/History/Ancient_Civilizations/index.htm
http://cybersleuth-kids.com/sleuth/History/Ancient_Civilizations/index.htm
http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/lessons/middle/ancient.htm


Paper X - HISTORY OF EUROPE FROM A.D. 1789 -A.D. 1919 

UNIT   I:        Fall of Ancient Regime -French Revolution -Era of Napoleon. 

UNIT  II:       Congress of Vienna -Concert of Europe - Metternich - Revolutions of 1830 

                       and 1848. 

UNIT III:       Eastern Question -Unification of Italy and Germany. 

UNIT IV:      Napoleon -Bismarck and Austro-Hungarian Empire -Balkan Problem- 

Alexander  and Freedom of the Serfs -Balkan Crises. 

UNIT V :       First World War. - Treaty of Versailles -Russian Revolution. 

BOOKS FOR REFERENCE 

1. Ketelby, C.D.M., A History of Modem Times. 

2 Fisher, H.A.L., History of Europe. 

3. Grant, A.J & Temperly, Europe in the 19th and 20th Centuries. 

4. Hazen, C.D., Modern Europe. 

5. David Thomson,  Europe since Napoleon. 

   6. Fyffe, History of Modern Europe. 

7. Marriot, Remaking of Europe. 

8. Lipson, Europe in the 19th and 20th Centuries. 
   9. Grant, A.J., Europe, The Story of the Last Five Centuries. 
   10. Huges, H.S.,  Contemporary Europe. 
   11. Philis W. Alison,  Modern Europe. 
 
   Web Sources:  

1. History of Europe: Catalogue of Internet Sources - 
http://bubl.ac.uk/link/linkbrowse.cfm?menuid=11376 

2. Online Resources: http://www.buzzle.com/chapters/history-and-the-human-
experience_europe.asp 

3. Collection of Political Maps: 
http://www.lib.washington.edu/subject/History/tm/europe.html 

4. European History for Students: http://www.yale.edu/history/gradstudents/europe.html 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://bubl.ac.uk/link/linkbrowse.cfm?menuid=11376
http://www.buzzle.com/chapters/history-and-the-human-experience_europe.asp
http://www.buzzle.com/chapters/history-and-the-human-experience_europe.asp
http://www.lib.washington.edu/subject/History/tm/europe.html
http://www.yale.edu/history/gradstudents/europe.html


Paper XI -HISTORIOGRAPHY AND HISTORICAL METHODS 

UNIT   I: Definition and Meaning - Nature and Scope - Value of History. 

UNIT II:  Branches of History - (Political, Economic, Social and Cultural) History and other  
                  Social Sciences -Role of Allied Subjects in the study of History. 

UNIT III: Structure and Form of History - History as Science or Art -Philosophy of History. 

UNIT IV: Trends in Historiography -Ancient, Medieval and Modern -Recent Trends - Subaltern 

Studies and Annales School. 

UNIT V: Research Methodology - Selection of Topic - Hypothesis - Collection of 

Data - Classification of Sources - Historical Criticism - Objectivity in Writing History 

-Synthesis and Interpretation - Exposition - Foot Note – Bibliography 

BOOKS FOR REFERENCE 

1. Reiner, G. T.,  History, Its Purpose and Method. 
 
2. Rowse, A.L.,  The Use of History. 
 
3. Collingwood, R.G.,  The Idea of History. 
 
4. Philips, C.H. (Ed), Historians of India, Pakistan and Ceylon. 
 
5. Khan, S. A.,  History and Historians of British India. 
 
6. Rajayyan, K.,  History in Theory and Method. 
 
7. Subramanian, N.,  1978, Historiography, Koodal Publishers, Madurai. 
 
8. Carr, E.H., 1983, What is History? Middlesex, England. 
 
9. Sen, S.P. (Ed), 1973, Historians and Historiography in Modern India. Calcutta. 
 
10. Sheik Ali, B.,  1978, History: Its Theory and Method. Macmillan India Ltd., New Delhi. 
 
11. Barzun, J & Graff, Henry,  The Modern Researcher. 
 
12. Fisher, D.,  Historical Fallacies. 
 
13. Kent, S.,  Writing History 
 
14. Hockit, Homer, C.,  The Critical Method in Historical Research and Writing. 
 
15. Majumdar, R.C., and Srivastava, A. N., Historiography. 
 
16. Manickam, S., Theory of History and Methods of Research, Padumam Publishers  
 
     Madurai, 2005. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
Elective III - DEVELOPMENT OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY IN 

                 INDIA FROM  A.D. 1947 –  2000 

UNIT I: Introduction - A Survey of the Development of Science and Technology under the 
British Rule - Government of India's Science and Technology Policy since 1950 - 
Department of Science and Technology - Research and Development Programme - 
Science and Technology programmes for Socio-Economic Development. 

UNIT II: Development of Agricultural Science - Research and Education - Agricultural   
Engineering and Technology - Indian Council of Agricultural Research - Crop Science 
and Horticulture - Animal Science and Veterinary Colleges - Biotechnology 
Development - Crop and Animal Bio-technology. 

UNIT III: Development of Space Science - Development of Satellite Systems- 
 INSAT System - Electronic Developments and Production - Information Technology 
-         I.T. Act 2000 - Telecommunication - Software Technology Parks -I. T for the 
Masses. 

 

UNIT IV: Higher Technology Development - Atomic Science - Atom for Peace - Atomic 

Energy and Nuclear Power Programme - Atom for War and Pokhran I & II. 

UNIT V: Oceanography - Ocean Development - Marine Living Resources and Non - living     

Resources - Aquaculture and Marine Biotechnology - Polar Science and Antartic       

Expeditions - Institute Connected with Ocean Research. 

BOOKS FOR REFERENCE 

1.  Gupta, S.P.,  Modern India and Progress in Science and Technology. 

2.  Gupta, S.P.,  Technology and Society in the Modern Age. 

3.  Venkataraman, R.,  History of Science and Technology. 

4.  Vadilal Dagli, Science and Technology in India. 

5.  Varghese Jeyaraj, S.,  History of Science and Technology. 

6.  Kalpana Rajaram, Science and Technology in India. 

7.  Kuppuram and Kumudhamani, History of Science and Technology. (10 Volumes). 

8.  Jaggi, O.P.,  Science and Technology. 

9.  India, 2000, India 2001, (Publications Division, Government of India). 
10. Krishnamurthy, K.V., History of Science, Bharathidasan University, Tiruchirapalli, 2005   

      (Both English & Tamil) 
 

Web Sources:  

1. Science in India: http://indiafocus.indiainfo.com/science/ 

2. Science and Technology in India: http://dst.gov.in/stsysindia/about-sys.htm 

3. India- Science and Technology: http://www.indianembassy.org/dydemo/science.htm 

Modern Science in India: http://www.tifac.org.in/news/policy_preamble.htm 

http://indiafocus.indiainfo.com/science/
http://dst.gov.in/stsysindia/about-sys.htm
http://www.indianembassy.org/dydemo/science.htm
http://www.tifac.org.in/news/policy_preamble.htm


EDC  II  -  WOMEN'S STUDIES  

(Extra Disciplinary) 

UNIT I:    Definition of Women's Studies - Its Objectives - Scope - Theories of Feminism - 
Women's Movements in the West. 

UNIT II:   Women through the Ages - Indian Context - Women in Freedom Struggle – Pre -
Gandhian Era and Gandhian Era. 

UNIT III:  Rise of Feminist Movement and Women's Organisations – Growth - Governmental 
and Non-Governmental Organisations - National, State Councils for Women -
Achievements. 

 UNIT IV:  Role of Women in Politics - Administration - Business - Industry - Women  
Entrepreneurs -   Need for Reservation. 

 UNIT  V:  Women and Law - Legal and Constitutional Rights - Marriage – Divorce - Property 
Rights -  Labour Laws - Women in Modern Society. 

BOOKS FOR REFERENCE 

1. Tara A. Baig, 1976,  India's Women Power,  S. Chand & Co., New Delhi. 
 

2. Rama Mehta, 1987,  Socio-Legal Status of Women in India, Mittal Publications, Delhi. 

3. Srinivas, M.N., 1978,  The Changing Position of Indian Women, Oxford University Press,     

    London. 
 

4. Nanda, B.R., 1990, Indian Women from Purdah to Modernity, Radiant Publishers, 
    New Delhi. 
 
5. Altenbar, A.S., 1962, The Position of Women in Hindu Civilisation,  Motilal Banarsi Das,     
    Delhi. 

6. Neena Desai and Patel, V., 1985,  Indian Women: Chance and Challenge in the   

    International Decade, 11975-1985, Popular Prakashan, Bombay. 

7. Bovehur David, The Feminist Challenge, The Movement for Women's Liberation in 

Britain and U.S. 

8. Banbs Olive, Faces of Feminism - A Study of Feminism as a Social Movement. 

9. Gandhi, M.K.,  Women and Social Justice. 

10. Radha Kumar, The Women's Movement in India. 

11. M. Razia Parvin, Empowerment of Women – Strategies and Systems for Gender   

      Justice, Dominant Publishers and Distributors, New Delhi, 2005. 

 

 



FOURTH SEMESTER  

 

           Paper XII - HISTORY OF WORLD CIVILIZATIONS 

(EXCLUDING INDIA) -MEDIEVAL AND MODERN PERIOD 

UNIT   I:   Middle Ages: Rise and spread of Christianity -The Papay -Byzantine      
Civilization -Rise and Spread of Islam -Saracenic Civilization. 

UNIT II:    Feudalism -Origin -Merits and Demerits -Crusades -Causes and Results - 
Monastic Orders of Medieval Europe -Growth of Medieval Cities -Progress of 
Education and Rise of Universities. 

UNIT Ill:   Transition to Modem Age -Renaissance -Causes -Renaissance in Italy- Results of 
Renaissance -Geographical Discoveries of 15th and 16th centuries -Causes, 
Course and Results -Reformation in Germany, France and Switzerland -Counter 
Reformation. 

UNIT IV:   French Revolution and its Impact -Romanticism -Industrial and Agrarian   

Revolutions -Causes, Course and Results. 

UNIT V:     Nationalism Vs Internationalism -League of Nations -United Nations 

Organization -Science, Philosophy, Art & Literature during the Contemporary 

World 

BOOKS FOR REFERENCE 

1 Will Durant, The Story of Civilization (10 Volumes). 

2. Edward Mac Nail Burns, Western Civilization -their History and their Culture. 

3. Judd, G.P., History of Civilization. 

4. Swain, J.E., A History of World Civilization. 

   5. Wallbank, T. W. and Bailay, N.M., Civilization - Past and Present. 

   6. Burns, Ralph, Western Civilizations. 

   7. Phul, R.K., World Civilization. 

8. Gokale, B.K., Introduction to Western Civilization. 

Web Sources: 

1. World Civilization: Students Resource centre,  
http://college.hmco.com/history/world/resources/students/index.html 

2. World Civilization: Faculty Resource Centre, http://www.world-civ.buffalo.edu/ 

3. Heritage of World Civilization: http://wps.prenhall.com/hss_craig_herwrldciv_6 

4. World Civilization Links: http://www.smhs.org/remmell/civlinks.html 

 

 

http://college.hmco.com/history/world/resources/students/index.html
http://www.world-civ.buffalo.edu/
http://wps.prenhall.com/hss_craig_herwrldciv_6


Paper XIII - INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS FROM A.D. 1919 - 2000 

UNIT I:  Nature of international Relations  - National Power and Instruments for the 
Promotion of National Interests - Diplomacy. 

UNIT II: Inter - War Years - Reparation - Inter Allied Debts - World Economic Crisis -  

Collective Security - Rise of Dictatorship - Totalitarianism. 

UNIT III: Second World War - Peace Settlements - Military Alliances - Emergence of Power 

Blocs - Cold War - UNO. 

UNIT IV: Disarmament and Arms Control - Disintegration of U.S.S.R - Emerging New World 

Order. 

UNIT V: Present Trends in International Associations (Role of International Associations such 

as Commonwealth, NAM, SAARC, OAU, ASEAN, G -7, G -15, G -77). 
 
 
BOOKS FOR REFERENCE 

 
1. Schleicher, P., Charles,  International Relations Co-Operation. 
2. Palmer and Perkins, International Relations. 
3. Morgentheau, Hans, J., Politics among Nations. 
4. Schuman, International Politics. 
5. Wright, Rhiney, The Study of International Relations. 
6.  Moon, P.T., Imperialism and World Politics since 1945. 
7. Calvecoressi, P.,  World Politics since 1945. 
8. Hughes, H.S., Contemporary Europe. 
9. Carr, E.H., International Relations since 1919. 
10. Gadhorne Hardy,  A Short History of International Affairs 1920-38. 
11. Sen, A.K., International Relations since 1919. 
12. Prakash Chander and Prem Arora, International Relations. 
 

Web Sources: 

1. International Relations and Security Network 

http://www.wadsworth.com/politicalscience_d/special_features/ext/ir/tir/tir_infotrac1_1.html 

2. International Relations Resource Center http://www.isn.ethz.ch/ 

3. Foreign Affairs, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foreign_Affairs 

4.  Institute of Peace and Conflict Studies, New Delhi, http://www.ipcs.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.isn.ethz.ch/
http://www.wadsworth.com/politicalscience_d/special_features/ext/ir/tir/tir_infotrac1_1.html
http://www.isn.ethz.ch/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foreign_Affairs
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foreign_Affairs


Elective  IV - TOURISM PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES 

 

UNIT I : Tourism – Definition, Need and Scope – Origin and Growth –  

Kinds of Tourism – Cultural, Pilgrimage, etc., 
 

UNIT II : Tourism and Culture – People’s instinct for travel – Tourism  

as an economic activity – Tourism as a Merchandise – Domestic and 

International Tourism – Employment Potential – Tourism Centres in India. 
 

UNIT III : Tourism Infrastructure – Accommodation – Hotels and  

Motels – Transport – Role of Travel Agencies – Ticketing. 
 

UNIT IV : Tourism Administration and Organisation – Government  

Departments and Non Government Agencies – Indian Tourism 

Development Corporation. 
 

UNIT V : Tourism Industry in Tamilnadu – Tourist Centres in  

Tamilnadu – Tamilnadu Tourism Development Corporation – Objectives 

and Functions. 

 

BOOKS FOR REFERENCE 
 

1. Bhatia, A.K., 2003 (Reprint),Tourism Development, Principles and Practices, Sterling   

    Publishers, New Delhi. 

2. Ratandeep Singh, 1998, Dynamics of Modern Tourism, Kanishka Publishers, New Delhi. 

3. Sinha, R.K., 1999, Growth and Development of Modern Tourism, Dominant Publishes,  

    Delhi. 

4. Lajpathi Raj, Development of Tourism in India. 

5. Douglas Foster, Travel and Tourism Management 

6. Durbant.A.J., and Medik.S., Tourism, Past, Present and Future 

7. Lauvkush Mishra, 2000, Religious Tourism in India. Mohit Publications, New Delhi. 

8. Pushpinder S. Gill, 1999, Tourism, Economic and Social Development, Anmol Publication, 

Delhi. 

 

Web Sources:  

1. Tourism Principles: http://www.civictourism.org/principles.html 

2. Principles of Tourism: 
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications/tertqual/dipbus/tertregs/pdf/180principlesoftour
ism.pdf 

3. UNEP, Principles of Tourism, 
http://www.oceansatlas.com/unatlas/uses/uneptextsph/tourismph/2615unep.html 

4. Sustainable Tourism, 
http://www.rpts.tamu.edu/courses/426/Resources/Sustainable_Tourism.ppt 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.civictourism.org/principles.html
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications/tertqual/dipbus/tertregs/pdf/180principlesoftourism.pdf
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications/tertqual/dipbus/tertregs/pdf/180principlesoftourism.pdf
http://www.oceansatlas.com/unatlas/uses/uneptextsph/tourismph/2615unep.html
http://www.rpts.tamu.edu/courses/426/Resources/Sustainable_Tourism.ppt


Elective  V - ARCHIVES KEEPING 

UNIT I: History of Archives -Archives keeping in Europe -Archives keeping in India -
Importance of Archives 

UNIT II: Creation of Archives -Materials used for the creation of Archives -Packing 
Materials and Seals -Establishment of Registry -Filing system of Records. 

UNIT III: Preservation of Archive Materials in India and European Countries - Methods of 

Preservation -Laminations -Reprography -Automation- Retrieval Tools. 
 

UNIT IV: Functions -Uses of Archives -Rules and Regulations. 

UNIT V: Archival Organisations - National Archives of India -Tamilnadu Archives- Private 
Archives ~ International Council of Archives -Indian Historical Records 
Commission (IHRC) -The Historical Manuscripts Commission. 

BOOKS FOR REFERENCE: 

1. Harinaryana,  Science of Archives Keeping. 

2. Baliga, B.,  Guide to the records preserved in the Madras Record Office 

3. Sarvesvaran, P.,   Archives Keeping. 

4. Sundara Raj, M., 1999, A Manual of Archives System and the World of  Archives, 

Silver Publications, Chennai. 

   5. Sailen Ghose, Archives in India. 

    6. Jenbinson Hilary,  A Manual of Archives Administration. 

    7. Thyagarajan, T. T.,   Archives Keeping. 
 
    8. Sehellenberg, T.R.,  Management of Archives. 

Paper XX – Project Plus Viva Voce 

 

 

 

 

 


